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Goal of the New Law
Regulation Adopted: 1/17/12

Effective: 7/1/12

Reduce commercial solid waste from landfills

Reduce GHG emissions

Create jobs and expand recycling manufacturing in California

Flexible for jurisdictions and businesses

Builds on existing AB 939 processes
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Benefits To Businesses
Recycling benefits include:

Keeping valuable materials out of landfills. 

Opportunities for businesses or multifamily complexes to 
save money. 

Creating jobs in California by providing materials for 
recycling manufacturing facilities. 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Creating a healthy environment for the community and 
future generations by recovering natural resources. 
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Business Regulatory Requirements

Businesses and public entities that dispose of 4 or 
more cy/week of solid waste, and multifamily units 
of 5 or more are required to recycle using any one 
or a combination of the following:

Using the franchise hauler(s), 
Arranging for pick-up, 
Self-hauling, and/or 
Using mixed waste processing.

Recycling is Good Business!
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Saving Money

Examples of businesses that have saved money by 
recycling: 

Auburn Printers and Integrated Marketing, Placer County, 
was able to recycle 1,700 tons of paper within the last year, 
with an estimated cost savings of $980.00.
Church & Dwight Co., Inc., Madera County diverted more 
than 33 tons of material from the landfill at a savings of 
$20,000.
Diamond Mountain Casino & Hotel, Lassen County, is a "4 
Green Key"-rated hotel  and saved more than 5 tons of 
recycled materials annually and saved hundreds of dollars 
that are donated back to green activities like Earth Day.
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Jurisdiction Regulatory 
Requirements

Jurisdictions must implement a commercial 
recycling program that consists of:
Education/Outreach—informing businesses of State 
requirement and how to recycle in the jurisdiction
Monitoring—identifying businesses that aren’t 
recycling and informing them of the State requirement

Jurisdictions must report annually to CalRecycle
Electronic Annual Report
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CalRecycle Regulatory 
Requirements

Review jurisdiction’s commercial recycling 
requirements as part of AB 939 review

Jurisdictions on 2‐year cycle, evaluation begins 
2014 and continues every two years
Jurisdictions on 4‐year cycle, evaluation begins 
in 2016 and continues every four years.

CalRecycle will measure emission reductions 
statewide
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Local Resources
Jurisdictions’ web pages 
Hauler(s) web pages
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State Resources
1. Frequently Asked Questions
2. CalRecycle Commercial Climate Calculator
3. Institute for Local Government
4. CalRecycle Beverage Container City/County Block 

Grants
5. FacIT
6. Recycling and Composting Emission Reduction Factors
7. Cool California
8. California Green Business Program
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Commercial Climate Calculator 
(CalRecycle)
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CoolCalifornia (ARB)
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Green Business Program(DTSC)
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Review Key Dates
Regulation is effective 1/1/12
Business requirement to recycle commences 7/1/12
Jurisdictions can phase in 
education/outreach/monitoring

Phasing needs to be reasonable
Jurisdictions first report in 2012 Annual Report

Jurisdictions on 2-year cycle, CalRecycle evaluation 
begins 2014 and continues every two years
Jurisdictions on 4-year cycle, evaluation begins in 2016 
and continues every four years

Statewide measurement in ~2014 and 2019
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For More Information: 
Local Contact Information:

CalRecycle’s web page at: 
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/Recycling/default.htm
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